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Shri. Anurag Singh Thakur

5th term Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha

Chairman - Parliamentary Standing Committee on Coal, Mines and Steel
Member - Public Accounts Committee

Member - Joint Committee on the Constitution

(One Hundred & Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024 & The

Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024

President - Himachal Pradesh State Olympic Association

Former Minister for I&B and Youth Affairs & Sports, GOI

Former National President, BJP's Youth Wing (BJYM)

Shri. Anurag Singh Thakuris the Former Minister for Information & Broadcasting and Youth Affairs
& Sports, Government of India. Presently he is a five-time elected Member of the Indian
Parliament (Lok Sabha) from Hamirpur, Himachal Pradesh. Previously, he served as a Minister of
State for Finance and Corporate Affairsin 2019.

In his capacity as a minister, he has spearheaded numerous pioneering initiatives aimed at
advancing both the news and entertainment sectors, while also notably enhancing the nation's
medal count.

In 2016, he was commissioned as a regular officer in the Territorial Army at the rank of Lieutenant
of the 124 Sikh Regiment, thereby becoming the first sitting BJP Member of Parliament to join as a
regularofficer. In 2021, he was promoted to the rank of Captain.

Within Parliament, he currently serves as Chairman of Parliamentary Standing Committee on Coal,
Mines and Steel, Member - Public Accounts Committee and Member - Joint Committee on the
Constitution (One Hundred & Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024 & The Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2024. He has been unanimously elected as a member of the Bureau of the
Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights of the InterParliamentary Union.

In the past, he has been the Chairman of Parliamentary Standing Committee on IT. He was a part
of the Indian Parliamentary Delegation, at the 149th InterParliamentary Union (IPU) Assembly in
Geneva, where he represented India on UN Affairs. He also represented India at the Parliamentary
Committee on WTO and the Steering Committee. During the 16th Lok Sabha, he was appointed as
the Chief Whip, Lok Sabha, becoming the youngest to assume the post.

He is the former National President of Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM- Youth Wing of the
Bharatiya Janata Party) and has been the only National President to be appointed for three
consecutive termsin the BJP.

Sh. Thakur is an avid sports lover and has contributed immensely to sports in the capacity of a
sports administrator. He continues to serve as the President for Himachal Pradesh State Olympic
Association and has previously served as the President of the Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) and President of Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association (HPCA).

Earlier, he was awarded the Sansad Ratna Award; conferred with Champions of Change 2019
Award; recognized as a “Young Global Leader” by the World Economic Forum and Global Fund
made ShriThakur their "Global Champion'in the category of Public Health.
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Dr. Rahul V. Karad

Founder & Chief Patron, CIPU
Executive President, MIT World Peace University, Pune

Shri. Rahul Vishwanath Karad is the Managing Trustee and Executive President, MAEER's MIT
Group of Institutions having 70 plus institutes and 80000 plus current students.

A graduate in Engineering and Postgraduate in Management from Cardiff U.K and an alumnus of
the Harvard Business School, USA. Shri. Rahul Karad is committed to empowering the nation
through empowering its youth to reach their true potential via holistic and value-based education.

He established the MIT-WPU School of Government in 2005 with the aim of creating future
political leaders with strong ethical and spiritual values coming from different walks of life, leading
to astrong democratic foundation for our country.

Through the initiation of various programs such as 'India - The Superpower - Vision 2020, Bharat
Asmita National Awards, Bhartiya Chhatra Sansad, National Teachers' Congress, National
Women's Parliament, Rashtriya Sarpanch Sansad, National Legislators' Conference (NLC) Bharat,
and several others, Shri Rahul Karad has embarked on a significant mission. His aim is to instil in the
youth of the country the importance of engaging in public life and offering youthful, dynamic,
ethical, and dedicated leadership to both society and the nation.

Among the diverse range of ventures pursued, one of the most noteworthy initiatives
spearheaded by Shri Rahul Karad is the establishment of NLC Bharat. This ground-breaking,
historic conference served as a platform for Members of Legislative Assemblies (MLAs) and
Members of Legislative Councils (MLCs) from across the nation to convene and exchange ideas.
He envisioned the creation of a non- partisan ecosystem aimed at promoting education, training,
skill development, and capacity enhancement. The conference aims to foster interstate and
international cooperation among legislators and legislative staff, with the goal of enhancing the
effectiveness and independence of legislative bodies. Through this collaboration, the conference
strives to promote democratic values and practices of good governance, thereby strengthening
the democratic fabric of the nation!
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S.Satnam Singh Sandhu

Chancellor, Chandigarh University
Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha

S. Satnam Singh Sandhu is a distinguished edupreneur, visionary leader, and committed
philanthropist whose inspiring journey from humble beginnings reflects an unwavering dedication to
nation-building, social equity, and the transformation of India's higher education landscape.

With an illustrious career spanning over 25 years, he has established a formidable legacy as the
Founder Chancellor of Chandigarh University; Founder Chairman of Chandigarh Group of Colleges;
and Chief Patron of the NID Foundation, a leading policy think tank contributing to advancements in
education, healthcare, sustainability, and inclusive development. Under his leadership, Chandigarh
University has emerged as one of India's most dynamic and globally recognized institutions,
consistently ranked as the No. 1 private university in India in the QS Asia University Rankings for
three consecutive years. The university has further secured a global position in the QS World
University Rankings 2026 and achieved a notable rank among India's top institutions in the NIRF
2025 rankings.

A forward-thinking educationist, he has been instrumental in pioneering transformative initiatives,
including the establishment of India's first Al-augmented multidisciplinary university campus in Uttar
Pradesh and the launch of a dedicated Al Mission aimed at training over 1.5 lakh youth in emerging
technologies. His commitment to inclusive education is reflected in scholarship initiatives that have
supported more than 2 lakh students from economically and socially disadvantaged backgrounds.

His emphasis on innovation and entrepreneurship has led to the creation of North India's first Space
Research Centre and a self-financed Technology Business Incubator, which has nurtured over 250
startups. Through collaborations with more than 980 industry partners and the establishment of
over 30 Centres of Excellence, he has strengthened the industry-academia interface, ensuring
experiential learning and enhanced employability for students.

A strong advocate of research aligned with the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat, his institutions have
collectively filed over 5,900 patents across diverse sectors. His global outlook has fostered
partnerships with more than 530 institutions across 100+ countries, facilitating international
exposure and academic exchange.

Contributing significantly to policy and governance, he has worked closely with state governments to
establish institutional ranking and accreditation frameworks such as GARIMA in Gujarat and
UPCRAM in Uttar Pradesh. In recognition of his exemplary service, he was nominated to the Rajya
Sabhain 2024 by the Hon'ble President of India.

He has also served as a member of the Think20 (T20) Core Group during India's G20 Presidency and
continues to contribute through key roles in national advisory and educational bodies. His enduring
commitment remains focused on empowering youth, advancing higher education, and contributing
to the vision of Viksit Bharat
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Prof. (Dr.) V. N. Rajasekharan Pillai

Former Chairman, UGC and
Advisor & Professor of Eminence, Jio Institute, Mumbai

Prof. (Dr.) V. N. Rajasekharan Pillaiis a distinguished academic leader, eminent scientist, and higher
education administrator with over five decades of experience in teaching, research, and academic
governance in India and abroad. He served as the Vice-Chancellor of Somaiya Vidyavihar
University, Mumbai, and earlier as Provost of Somaiya Vidyavihar and Somaiya Ayurvihar. An
Elected Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences, Prof. Pillai is among India's top-cited chemistry
researchers and the founder of an internationally acclaimed research group in Polymer Science. He
has supervised 67 doctoral and post doctoral researchers at leading institutions in India, Germany,
and Switzerland, including the University of Tubingen, Hochschule Mainz, and the University of
Lausanne. Prof. Pillai has held several eminent leadership roles, including Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of the University Grants Commission, Executive Director of NAAC, Vice-Chancellor of
IGNOU, Mahatma Gandhi University, and Cochin University of Science and Technology. He also
served on the UNESCO Policy on Higher Education Drafting Committee representing India.
Currently, he serves as Advisor & Professor of Eminence at Jio Institute, Mumbai.

cipuglobal.org




CONFEDERATION OF
INDIAN PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES

. S0

Prof. (Dr.) D. P. Agarwal

Former Chairman,
UPSC

-
Prof. Agrawal was the Founder-Director of the ABV- Indian Institute of Information Technology
and Management, Gwalior, India, Gwalior. He was responsible for the conceptualisation, design,
and construction of the Institute campus from ground zero. He was also responsible for
development and design of new academic programmes with dynamic curriculum, creation of new
models of education delivery and assessment, encompassing peer learning, mentoring, self-

learning, learning to learn and continuous evaluation, and linkages collaboration with industries
and universities abroad.

Prof. Agrawal started his career as a faculty in the Department of Mechanical Engineering, Indian
Institute of Technology, Delhiin 1975. In 1994, from being a Professor and Dean at lIT Delhi, he
took over as the Joint Educational Adviser (Technical) in the Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD), Government of India. While at the Ministry, he initiated policies for the
growth of quality technical education and was instrumental in conceptualising several new
institutions in the emerging paradigm of Information Technology. He has contributed to the
development of Centres for Excellence in higher technical and polytechnic education. As the
National Project Director of the World Bank, he assisted Technician Education Projects. The
implementation strategies adopted by him created, for the first time, very high participation of
women (30%) in technician education. The outcomes of these projects were rated highly by the
World Bank which disseminated the implementation strategies adopted here as a model for other
countries.

Prof. Agrawal was the Managing Director of Educational Consultants India Ltd. (EdCIL), a
Government of India PSU, where he brought about major changes in the organisational work
culture including decentralised decision-making and transferring functional responsibilities to
lower executives. He has been very active in teaching and research throughout his career and has
supervised over 100 theses including 20 Ph.D.s and published over 150 research papers covering
areas of Turbo-Machinery, Fluid Dynamics, Information Technology, Management and E-
Governance. His research papers have received awards in India & abroad.

He has shouldered many important national-level responsibilities with distinction. To mention a
few: Chairman of Central Regional Committee of AICTE, Chairman/Member of Board of
Governors of many technical institutes, Chairman, National Group on Technology Management,
DST, Member, working groups for Planning Commission on technical education etc.
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Prof. Dr. Bhola Ram Gurjar

Director, NITTTR Chandigarh

Prof. Bhola Ram Gurjaris currently Director at National Institute of Technical Teachers Training and
Research (NITTTR), Chandigarh. He holds a PhD in the area of Environmental Risk Analysis from
India's premier technological institution IT Delhi followed by Postdoctoral research on air
pollution and its local-toregional-to-global impacts at Max Planck Institute in Mainz, Germany. He
is on lien from IIT Roorkee where he has been a Professor (HAG) of Environmental Engineering in
Civil Engineering Department and a Joint Faculty in Centre of Excellence for Transportation
Systems. At IIT Roorkee, he has also served as Interim Director of DRDO Industry Academia -
Centre of Excellence, Dean of Resources and Alumni Affairs, Head of Centre for Transportation
Systems, and Head of the Max Planck Partner Group for Megacities and Global Change. He is on
the Board of Directors of IIT Roorkee Development Foundation. Prof. Gurjar has more than 33
years' progressive professional experience in industry, teaching, training, research, and
consultancy. He isamong the leading academicians and researchers who have worked extensively
in the domain of urban (megacity) emissions, air quality, health risk assessment, climate change and
environmental sustainability related issues of scientific as well as policy nature. He has
(co)authored more than 200 publications including 12 books and one patent. He has developed
two popular NPTEL online coursesi.e. MOOCs, namely “Sustainable Transportation Systems” and
“‘Air Pollution and Control”. As a member, Prof. Gurjaris serving in several national level committees
and boards. In recognition of his outstanding contributions in the environment related fields, he
has received national/international awards and honors including National Design Award in
Environmental Engineering from National Design and Research Forum (NDRF), The Institution of
Engineers (India), and START Young Scientist Award from the Scientific Steering Committee of the
global change SysTem for Analysis, Research and Training (START), Washington, D.C., U.S.A.
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Prof. (Dr.) Gopal Pathak

Honorary President, CIPU &
Director General, Sarala Birla University, Ranchi

Prof. (Dr.) Gopal Pathak is a distinguished academician and administrator with a career spanning
decades. He graduated in Civil Engineering from BIT Mesra in 1977, completing his master's and
Ph.D. from the same institute. Joining BIT Mesra as a faculty member in 1980, he became a
professor in 2000 and held key administrative roles, including HOD, Dean of Student Welfare,
Dean of Faculty Development, and Acting Vice Chancellor.

An accomplished researcher, Prof. Pathak has published extensively in national and international
journals, presenting at conferences worldwide. He has served as a visiting professor at prestigious
institutions, including the University of Technology, Sydney; University of Ningbo, China;
Princeton University, USA; and Stanford University, California.

He was Vice Chancellor of Jharkhand University of Technology (2017-2020) and Sarala Birla
University (2020-2024). Since August 2024, he has been serving as Director General of Sarala
Birla University, continuing his commitment to academic excellence and institutional leadership
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Prof. (Dr.) G. K. Shirude

Honorary Vice President, CIPU
Vice Chancellor, Sri Balaji University Pune

Prof. (Dr.) G.K. Shirude is a distinguished academician with over 40 years of experience. He
currently serves as the Vice Chancellor at Sri Balaji University, Pune (SBUP). He has an extensive
academic and research background, having published 52 research articles and authored 7 books
on various aspects of economics. Dr. Shirude has guided 16 Ph.D. students and 12 M.Phil.
students in their academic pursuits. He is actively engaged in the academic community, serving as
a member of the advisory board for more than 10 research journals and conference souvenirs. Dr.
Shirude's commitment to continuous learning is evident through his participation in 81 seminars,
workshops, and conferences in India and abroad. Throughout his career, Dr. Shirude has held
significant leadership positions, including Head of the Department of Business Economics and
Banking at S.P. College, Pune, and Director of S.P. Mandali Naralkar Institute of Career
Development and Research (NICDR) in Pune. He has also been involved in various academic
bodies and associations. Dr. Shirude's contributions to education have earned him several
accolades and awards, such as the Ideal Teacher award, Order of Merit for Management
Education, and the Mother Teresa Excellence Award. He continues to be an influential figure in the
field of education andis a dedicated member of various professional organizations.
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Prof. (Dr.) Raviraja N Seetharam

Vice Chancellor,
Chandigarh University, Mohali Punjab

Dr Raviraja N. Seetharam is a distinguished academic leader, researcher, and administrator with
over 28 years of post-PhD experience spanning microbiology, molecular biology, cancer biology,
regenerative medicine, operations, and university management. He holds an M.Sc. and PhD in
Biosciences from Mangalore University and has completed postdoctoral training and faculty
appointments at premier global institutions, including Mount Allison University (Canada) and the
Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Cancer Center (USA).

Upon returning to India in 2010, he served as Centre Head at Stempeutics Research Pvt. Ltd.,
Manipal Group, where he led innovation in stem cell manufacturing and played a pivotal role in
commercialisation and strategic industry partnerships. In 2020, he joined the Manipal Academy of
Higher Education (MAHE), where he served in multiple senior leadership roles, including Founding
Director-Corporate Relations, Director-Planning and Monitoring, Chief Operating Officer, and
Senior Director-Research. He also founded the Department of Biotherapeutics and held the
prestigious Dr TMA Pai Endowment Chairin Stem Cell Research and Therapy.

Dr Raviraja has authored over 90 peer-reviewed publications, filed more than eight
patents—including one granted in 16 countries—and secured competitive research funding from
national and international agencies such as the American Lung Association, AFOSR (USA), DST
(India), and industry partners.

Known for his strategic vision and data-driven approach, he has significantly contributed to
strengthening research ecosystems, fostering industry collaborations, and enhancing institutional
operations. His leadership continues to advance innovation, high-quality education, and globally
competitive research excellence.
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Dr. Bhaskar Chatterjee

Former Secretary, Ministry of Heavy Industries &
Public Enterprises, Government of India

Dr. Bhaskar Chatterjee is a distinguished policymaker, thought leader, and one of the principal
architects of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in India. Widely regarded as the “Father of CSR”
in the country, he played a pioneering role in formulating the CSR guidelines for Public Sector
Enterprises in 2010 and was instrumental in shaping Section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013,
thereby institutionalising CSR as a strategic national priority.

Aformer Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer, Dr. Chatterjee has held several key leadership
positions, including Principal Adviser in the Planning Commission, where he contributed to critical
economic policy measures and was part of India's response to the global economic crisis. As
Director General & CEO of the Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA), he spearheaded
initiatives in corporate governance, sustainability, and capacity building, and led the establishment
of the National Foundation for Corporate Social Responsibility (NFCSR).

An acclaimed management practitioner, academic, and speaker, Dr. Chatterjee has extensively
written and lectured on sustainability, corporate responsibility, and inclusive development at
national and international forums. His influential book, Sustainable Futures - Imperatives for
Managing the Social Agenda, presents a compelling vision for collaborative, human-centric, and
sustainable growth.

Currently, he continues to contribute to the advancement of responsible management education
and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals through his academic and advisory roles.
His lifelong commitment to integrating sustainability with governance and development has made
him a guiding force in shaping India's responsible business ecosystem.
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Prof. (Dr.) Parvinder Singh

Director International Academic Affairs,
Ecoparyavaran Group, Chandigarh

A dynamic academic leader with over 36 years of distinguished experience in higher education,
examination reforms, and institutional governance. Known for driving impactful academic
transformations, he has played a pivotal role in modernizing examination systems, strengthening
administrative processes, and promoting transparent, technology-enabled governance across
institutions.

He has served Panjab University, Chandigarh, in several key leadership roles, including Controller
of Examinations, Dean, College Development Council, Registrar (Examinations), and Head,
Department of Chemistry. He has successfully implemented major reforms such as online
examination services, VPN-enabled systems, EGMS, digital portals for colleges, and the Semester
System at the UG level. He chaired and contributed to several statutory committees including the
Regulation Committee, CDC, Fee Committee, Purchase Committee, and CBCS Standing
Committee.

As Vice Chancellor of RBGI, Chandigarh (2020-2025), he led strategic initiatives to enhance
academic quality, fostered strong industry partnerships, aligned curricula with emerging
technologies, promoted faculty development, and ensured institutional sustainability through
effective resource management.

He has also coordinated numerous national and state-level competitive examinations such as IAS,
PCS, HCS, NDA, CDS, Banking Services, and more, reflecting his expertise in large-scale academic
and administrative operations.

Ahighly organized, communicative, and adaptable leader, he is committed to academic excellence,
institutional growth, and the holistic development of faculty and students.
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Shri. Debasis Satapathy

Executive Director (HRM)
NBCC (India) Limited (A Government Enterprise)

Debasis Satapathy is currently serving for NBCC (National Building Construction Corporation)
New Delhi, Government of India, as Executive Director (HRM). Previous to NBCC he was the
Global HR Head for a Multinational company having operations in USA, UK, Africa & middle east.
Debasisis currently perusing his PhD from XLRI.

Prior to the current assignment, Debasis has served leading corporates like Airtel, Idea cellular,
Spice, Jubilant Organosys and Ballarpur Industries Ltd in different capacities.

Debasis has authored over 166 management lessons from Mahabharat & is a visiting faculty to
some of the premier business schools including lITs, IIMs, Administrative Staff College of India,
Indian Institute of Public Administration, CBI Academy, CISF, Staff of Rastrapati Bhawan, National
Institute of Good Governance, Army war college, Indore etc. He connects various management
concepts like transformational leadership, Strategic thinking, Professional and business ethics, Art
of delegation, coaching and mentoring, balanced scorecard, etc with the greatest Indian epic
Mahabharat & Bhagwat Gita and draws lessons for modern management. University Grants
Commission (UGC) uses his lessons from Mahabharat for the teaching of students. Debasis has
designed the curriculum of three premier “B” schools on Indian Knowledge system (IKS). He is a
regular speaker on management lessons from Mahabharat and has addressed over 15,000
executives of several corporates and premier B schools. Currently five institutions are running his
monthly series covering several contemporary management topics linking to Mahabharat. His
mission in life is to popularize Mahabharat in the management education in India. He has been
awarded by several organisations for his endeavor in “Popularizing Mahabharat in the
management educationin India”.
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Mr. Ronjan Sodhi

Convenor of CIPU Sports Advisory Board, Olympian,
Former World No. 1 Double Trap Shooter,
Khel Ratna Awardee

Ronjan Sodhi is one of India's most accomplished sport shooters, renowned for his excellence in
the double trap discipline. With a career marked by consistency, precision, and international
acclaim, he has been a key figure in elevating India's presence in global shooting sports.

A former World No. 1, Sodhi rose to prominence with his exceptional performances at prestigious
international competitions. He is a multiple-time World Cup gold medalist, having secured
victories across various ISSF World Cup events, showcasing his dominance in double trap
shooting.

Sodhi's most notable achievements include winning gold medals at the ISSF World Cups and a
silver medal at the World Championships, along with a gold medal at the Commonwealth Games,
where he brought pride to the nation with his outstanding marksmanship.

In recognition of his remarkable contributions to Indian sports, he was honored with the Arjuna
Award, one of India's highest sporting accolades. Known for his calm demeanor and technical
precision, Sodhihasinspired a generation of shooters in the country.

He has also represented India at the Olympic Games, competing at the highest level and
demonstrating unwavering commitment to excellence.
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Prof. (Dr.) Anup Kumar Gupta

Vice Chancellor,
GLA University, Mathura, Uttar Pradesh

Anup Kumar Gupta is a Professor, Vice-Chancellor of GLA University, Mathura, Patron Of GLA
University Entrepreneur Cell and Honorary Advisor Of GLAU NewGen IEDC , Technology
Business Incubator and many more NGOs and organisations . He has been associated with GLA
since its inception in 1998 and has been decisively instrumental in the establishment of the
University in 2010, and thereafter in the successful introduction of so many new courses and
degree programs at regularintervals . He is a Gold Medallist in MA and MPhilin English Literature .

Having completed his Ph. D in English, Dr. Gupta did his Executive MBA from IIT Bombay in 2012.
He was the overall topper of the Batch . His keen interest as educator has taken him to Michigan
State University, USA to earn his masters in Higher Education Administration . Six students have
done their Ph. D under his guidance and presently six doctoral students are working under his
guidance in the field of English Literature, Management and Higher Education. Computer savvy
and well networked; Dr. Gupta has effective communication and presentation skills. He is
proactive in solving problems. He understands national, international and cross cultural
sensitivities. He has expert interviewing skills in hiring of personnel at higher level. Having
complete knowledge of rules and regulations related to AICTE, UGC, NIRF, NAAC, NBA etc. helps
himin organizational development at national level.

With his continuous involvement and participation at international seminars and conferences he is
instrumental in signing of MOUs with other international universities as well as processing
accreditation with international agencies like ABET, IACBE , AACSB etc. All these skill-sets make
Dr. Gupta avisionary lighthouse in providing synergic leadership and developing strategic goals for
any institution of higher learning. He has special interest in school education and is whole
heartedly associated with Shikshakayakalp as Vice President, a Social Project under which
hundreds of Govt Primary , secondary and senior secondary schools of Braj kshetra are adopted .
Heis also Board Member of various schools in Mathura.
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Prof. (Dr.) Yogesh C Goswami

Vice Chancellor
Shri Vaishnav Vidyapeeth Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

Prof (Dr.) Yogesh C Goswami Renowned academician and research leader with over 25 years of
experience in teaching, research, and academic administration. Served as the Dean of the School
of Sciences at ITM University, Gwalior, and has held several leadership roles, including Dean of
Research and Development, Dean of International Cooperation and Projects, and Dean of Student
Welfare.

A Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry (FRSC), Senior Member of IEEE, and recipient of the
prestigious AICTE Career Award for Young Teachers, Dr. Goswami has made impactful
contributions to interdisciplinary research and education. He has mobilised research and
conference grants and has led major national and international projects, including the DST ASEAN
Trilateral Project, which involves India, Indonesia, and Myanmar.

Founder Member and Secretary of the Global Academy of Doctorates (GAD), through which
successfully organized numerous national and international conferences, especially the landmark
series “International Conference on Issues and Challenges in Doctoral Research (ICICDR)” held at
institutions like JNU, Christ University, and Goa University.

With over 110 research publications, more than 10 Ph.D. scholars guided, and memberships in
premier scientific bodies including ACS, Elsevier, and Royal Society of Chemistry, Prof. Goswami
exemplifies academic excellence, global collaboration, and visionary leadership. His focus remains
on fostering a research-driven, skill-based, and sustainable academic ecosystem that prepares
students for future challenges.

As the founder of the P.C. Ray Centre for Interdisciplinary Research and the Nano Lab at ITM, his
work focuses on nanomaterials for optoelectronic and environmental applications. A strong
advocate for innovation, collaboration, and sustainability in education, Dr. Goswami brings rich
experience and global vision to his academic endeavours.
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Prof. (Dr.) V. Rajendran

Vice Chancellor
AMET University, Chennai

Dr. V. Rajendran is a distinguished academician and research leader with over three decades of
experience in higher education, including more than 20 years in key administrative roles. He holds
a D.Sc. in Biomaterials from Bharathiar University, a Ph.D. in Physics from Annamalai University,
and an MTech. in Nanotechnology from Anna University. Renowned for his contributions to
materials science, he has been consistently ranked among the top 2% of scientists globally by
Elsevier and Stanford University since 2019. Dr. Rajendran has demonstrated exceptional
academic leadership through prestigious international programs such as LEAP and the Fulbright-
Nehru initiative. His extensive research portfolio includes over 265 publications, multiple patents,
and significant grant funding exceeding 324 crore from leading agencies like DST, DRDO, and
CSIR. Beyond research, he has played a transformative role in promoting STEM education,
impacting over 13,500 rural students through national initiatives like DST-INSPIRE. A recipient of
numerous national and international awards, and a Fellow of reputed global scientific bodies, Dr.
Rajendran continues to shape the future of higher education through innovation, global
collaboration, and a strong commitment to societal development.
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Prof. (Dr.) Padmakali Banerjee, FRSA

Director General,
KIT - Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology
(Deemed to be University)

Prof. (Dr.) Padmakali Banerjee is a distinguished academic leader, behavioural scientist, and
institution builder with over three decades of transformative experience in higher education.
Renowned for her pioneering work in academic administration, flexible curriculum design, and skill
development, she has played a pivotal role in shaping future-ready institutions and empowering
youth across India.

She has held several prominent leadership positions, including Vice Chancellor of [ILM University,
Gurugram; President & Vice Chancellor of Sir Padampat Singhania University, Udaipur; and Pro
Vice Chancellor at Amity University, Gurugram. A Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (UK), she
holds a Doctorate in Human Resource Development from the University of Delhi and has
contributed extensively to research, publications, and psychometric innovation, including the
widely recognised Optimism Index.

An acclaimed author of The Power of Positivity: Optimism and the 7th Sense, Dr. Banerjee is also
the Chairperson of the Global Leadership Forum (GoLF) and Executive Editor of the SIS Journal of
Projective Psychology & Mental Health. Her contributions have earned her prestigious
recognitions such as the ET Business Leader Award (2023) and the Innovative Leaders in Higher
Education Award (2024).

A passionate advocate for inclusive growth and sustainable development, she is the Founder of
the Triarup Foundation, working towards empowering women and marginalised communities. Her
work aligns closely with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, reflecting her vision
of building a more equitable, skilled, and optimistic society.
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Mr. Abhay G. Chebbi

Pro-Chancellor,
Alliance University, Bengaluru

A technophile and visionary entrepreneur, Mr. Abhay Chebbi is a dynamic leader driving
innovation and digital transformation in higher education. As Pro-Chancellor of Alliance
University, he has been instrumental in leveraging emerging technologies to enhance scalability,
accessibility, and academic effectiveness, positioning the institution as a pioneer in academic
digitisation.

Under his leadership, the University swiftly transitioned to a robust hybrid teaching-learning
model during the pandemic, demonstrating agility and a forward-looking approach to education.
Previously serving as Director-Admissions, he played a key role in strengthening the university's
student intake in both quality and diversity, while also fostering international collaborations with
leading global universities, particularly in Germany.

An MBA graduate from the University of Michigan, Mr. Chebbi combines entrepreneurial acumen
with a strong commitment to social impact. His efforts have aligned the University closely with the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, with Alliance University becoming a founding
member of PACT 2030—an initiative by QS to advance institutional engagement in sustainable
development.

He is currently spearheading initiatives integrating cloud infrastructure, artificial intelligence, and
data analytics to expand access to high-quality, industry-relevant education through the
Department for Continuing Education, offering certifications, executive programmes, and skill-
focused training led by academic and industry experts.

Beyond his professional pursuits, Mr. Chebbiis deeply passionate about fitness, poetry, travel, and
personal growth. A reflective thinker, he values meaningful human connections and embraces
change as a constant, guiding both his personal philosophy and leadership approach.
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Mr. D. P. Nagaraj

Pro -Chancellor,
RV University, Bengaluru

Mr. D. P. Nagaraj, born in 1972 in Bengaluru to Smt. Valli Pandu and Shri D. A. Pandu, is a dynamic
educationist and administrator with a strong commitment to academic excellence and institutional
development. He completed his early education at Kumaran's School and pursued his Bachelor of
Business Management (BBM) from Bangalore University.

At a remarkably young age, Mr. Nagaraj assumed the responsibility of serving as the Honorable
Joint Secretary of RV Educational Institutions—one of the most reputed educational groups in
India. The institution manages over 24 educational establishments ranging from kindergarten to
postgraduate programs, catering to more than 15,000 students and supported by a dedicated
team of around 1,500 faculty and staff.

To strengthen his leadership and administrative capabilities, Mr. Nagaraj has successfully
completed advanced leadership and training programs from globally renowned institutions
including the University of Oxford (UK), Harvard University (USA), University of Pittsburgh (USA),
FHWS University, Schweinfurt (Germany), and FH Dortmund - University of Applied Sciences &
Arts (Germany). These international exposures have contributed significantly to his progressive
vision in managing and scaling educational institutions.

Beyond his administrative role, Mr. Nagaraj is widely respected for his philanthropic initiatives. He
has consistently extended support to underprivileged students and remains deeply committed to
social causes. His keen interest in social entrepreneurship reflects his vision of creating sustainable
andinclusive educational ecosystems.
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Prof. (Dr.) Sanjay Kumar Bahl

Vice Chancellor
Indus International University, Himachal Pradesh

Prof. (Dr.) Sanjay Kumar Bahl is a distinguished academic leader with over three decades of
extensive experience in higher education, research, and institutional development. A Ph.D. holder
with a strong academic foundation, he has made significant contributions through an impressive
portfolio of research publications and dedicated mentorship of scholars.

As Vice Chancellor of Indus International University, Una, Dr. Bahl has been instrumental in
fostering academic innovation and strengthening quality assurance frameworks. Under his
visionary leadership, the university has made notable progress in curriculum modernization,
industry-academia collaborations, research initiatives, and community engagement.

Dr. Bahl is a strong advocate of employability-driven education, entrepreneurship, and the
integration of emerging technologies into the learning ecosystem. His forward-looking approach
continues to shape a dynamic academic environment that is inclusive, innovation-driven, and
aligned with global standards.

Renowned for his dynamic leadership and unwavering commitment to academic excellence, Prof.
Bahl inspires both educators and students to contribute meaningfully toward building a future-
ready education system.
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Prof. (Dr.) Ashok Nagawat

Vice Chancellor
Delhi Skill and Entrepreneurship University, Delhi

Prof. Ashok Kumar Nagawat is a distinguished academic leader, theoretical physicist, and higher
education reformer with over four decades of experience in teaching, research, and university
governance. Holding a Ph.D. in Theoretical High Energy Physics, he has made significant
contributions to research beyond the Standard Model, earning international recognition for his
work.

Prior to his role at Delhi Skill and Entrepreneurship University (DSEU), Prof. Nagawat held key
leadership positions at the University of Rajasthan and Rajasthan [LD Skills University. He is widely
recognized as the architect of the Centre for Converging Technologies, where he pioneered
interdisciplinary education by integrating nanotechnology, biotechnology, information
technology, and cognitive sciences. His contributions include designing innovative academic
programs, establishing flagship centres, and driving impactful reforms in curriculum, technology
integration, and policy development.

As Vice Chancellor of DSEU, Prof. Nagawat is leading a transformative vision that bridges
academic excellence with employability and entrepreneurship. Leveraging his deep expertise in
STEM and skill-based education, he is positioning DSEU as a national leader in fostering industry-
relevant learning and entrepreneurial ecosystems.
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Prof. (Dr.) Paramijit Jaswal

Vice Chancellor
SRM University, Sonepat

Professor (Dr.) Paramijit S. Jaswal is a distinguished legal academic, administrator, and thought
leader in the field of legal education in India, with over four decades of teaching and research
experience. Currently serving as the Vice-Chancellor of SRM University Delhi-NCR, Sonepat, he
brings arich legacy of academic excellence, institutional leadership, and policy engagement.

Ahighly accomplished scholar, Prof. Jaswal holds degrees in law and science, including B.Sc., LL.B.
(Gold Medalist), LL.M. (Gold Medalist), Ph.D., and a Post-Doctoral Fellowship from the University
of London. A Fulbright Scholar, his areas of specialization include Constitutional Law,
Administrative Law, Human Rights, and Environmental Law. His scholarly contributions are
extensive, with over 44 books and 66 research papers published in reputed national and
international journals. Notably, his work on Environmental Law has been cited by the Supreme
Courtof Indiainalandmark judgment.

Prof. Jaswal has held several prestigious leadership positions, including Vice-Chancellor of
Hidayatullah National Law University, Raipur, and Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Punjab.
His administrative acumen is reflected in his roles as Chairman, Director, and advisor across
multiple academic institutions and national bodies. He has also served as University Counsel,
representing academic institutions in various judicial forums.

Arecipient of numerous national and international awards, including the Nehru-Centenary British
Fellowship, Fulbright Fellowship, and multiple “Vice Chancellor of the Year” recognitions, Prof.
Jaswal's contributions to legal education and academic governance have been widely
acknowledged. His honorary rank of Colonel in the National Cadet Corps further underscores his
leadership beyond academia.

Deeply engaged in policy and institutional development, he has been associated with key
organizations such as the Bar Council of India, National Legal Services Authority (NALSA),
Association of Indian Universities (AlU), and Quality Council of India. Through his visionary
leadership, Prof. Jaswal continues to shape the future of legal education, fostering academic rigor,
institutional excellence, and global engagement.
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Prof. (Dr.) Prafulkumar Udani

vice chancellor
Sankalchand Patel University, Visnagar

Prof. (Dr.) Prafulkumar M. Udani s a distinguished academic leader, scientist, and higher education
administrator with over four decades of professional experience spanning space technology,
research and development, innovation, and university leadership.

He currently serves as the Vice Chancellor of Sankalchand Patel University (SPU), Gujarat, where
he is leading initiatives focused on academic excellence, research advancement, innovation, and
institutional development. He has been associated with SPU in key leadership roles, including
Provost (Vice Chancellor), and plays a pivotal role in strengthening the university's
multidisciplinary academic ecosystem.

Prior tojoining SPU, Prof. Udani served as Director General of CVM University, Gujarat, and earlier
as President/Vice Chancellor of Vivekananda Global University, Jaipur. He has made significant
contributions to institutional transformation, quality enhancement, industry-academia
collaboration, and research-oriented education.

Before entering higher education leadership, Prof. Udani had an illustrious 29-year career at the
Space Applications Centre (SAC), Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), Ahmedabad. During
his tenure, he contributed extensively to Satellite Navigation, Remote Sensing, Communication
Technology, large-scale national applications, indigenous technology development, and
technology commercialization. He played key roles in several national initiatives involving
geospatial technologies, disaster management systems, and satellite-enabled societal
applications.

With more than 13 years of experience in higher education administration, Prof. Udani has
consistently championed innovation-driven learning, interdisciplinary research, capacity building,
and student-centric academic practices. His leadership philosophy emphasizes the integration of
technology, research, entrepreneurship, and societal impact within the higher education
ecosystem.

A Fellow Member of the Institution of Electronics and Telecommunication Engineers (IETE), Prof.
Udani is actively associated with leading professional bodies, including the Indian Society of
Geomatics (ISG) and the Indian Society of Remote Sensing (ISRS). He has authored numerous
research publications, delivered invited lectures at national and international forums, and
contributed significantly to the advancement of geospatial technologies and higher education in
India.

Through his distinguished career in both science and academia, Prof. Udani continues to
contribute towards building globally competitive institutions and fostering a culture of innovation,
research excellence, and nation-building.
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Prof. Abhishek Ranjan

ClO, KindKart | Chair - ASSOCHAM CSR &
Sustainability (South) | Professor of Practice
ESG Person of the Year 2025

Prof. Abhishek Ranjan is a distinguished global business leader with over 21 years of experience
spanning strategy, operations, ESG, responsible marketing, and industry relations. He has
successfully led cross-functional teams and driven sustainable growth across India and
international markets through his leadership roles at global organizations such as IBM, Oracle, and
Brillio.

Currently serving as the Chief Information Officer at KindKart, he is at the forefront of building Al-
powered impact ecosystems that enable scalable social transformation. As the Chair of
ASSOCHAM CSR & Sustainability (South), he plays a pivotal role in bringing together industry
leaders, policymakers, and regulators to advance responsible and sustainable business practices.

Prof. Ranjan has represented India at prestigious global platforms including the G20, and has
contributed to international sustainability discourse through his role as Joint Secretary at the
United Nations Global Compact (UNGC). His work reflects a strong commitment to climate action,
decarbonization, diversity &inclusion, and corporate social responsibility.

An accomplished academician, he serves as a Professor of Practice at World Business School and
holds advisory and board roles across leading institutions such as IMT Ghaziabad, [IM Shillong,
XIME, and St. Joseph's University. He has designed and delivered executive education programs
fortop global organizationsincluding Mercedes-Benz, Tesco, and leading financial institutions.

Recognized as a LinkedIn Top Voice and Consulting Editor for Indian Oil HR Vista, Prof. Ranjan
continues to shape the future of ESG and sustainable leadership through thought leadership,
policy engagement, and academic excellence.
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Mr. Puneet Verma

Founder & CEO
Cybrain Software Solutions Private Limited &
President, TiE Chandigarh

Puneet Verma, the Founder and CEO of Cybrain Software Solutions Pvt Ltd, is a purpose-driven
entrepreneur and business strategist with extensive experience in building and scaling digital
ecosystems. He is widely recognized as a thought leader in India's evolving IT and startup
landscape, with his insights featured across leading national publications. As President of TiE
Chandigarh, he plays an active role in mentoring entrepreneurs, fostering innovation, and
strengthening North India's startup ecosystem. An angel investor and strategic advisor, Puneet

works closely with both early-stage founders and high-growth ventures, focusing on technology-
led business transformation, scalable growth models, and sustainable value creation.
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Mr. E. Rajiv

Executive Director
International Automobile Centre of Excellence, Gujarat
(a JV of Government of Gujarat)

Over 23 years of diverse experience, including 3+ years in education at the International
Automobile Centre of Excellence. Other experiences include working for various reputed brands
like Mahindra & Mahindra, Maruti Suzuki, Volvo Eicher Commercial Vehicles, Reliance Retail, and
Carnation Auto India Ltd. Industry experience encompasses field sales, after-sales, channel
management (dealer development), planning, strategy, and training. In the education sector, Rajiv
has contributed to nation-building as an Executive Director at the International Automobile
Centre of Excellence, a joint venture of the Government of Guijarat. This role involves managing
operations and strategy for running a world-class skill-based education center in Guijarat in a
selfsustainable format. He has pioneered efforts to adopt various skill-based (creditbased)
programs in line with the 'New Education Policy' for students and professionals. He holds an
International Certificate for Training and Assessment from Australia and is a member of the board
of studies at many universities (PDEU, KSU, etc.).
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Mr. Vikram Singh

Founder & CEO
Antier Solutions, Chandigarh

Vikram is a seasoned entrepreneur and a prominent speaker with a remarkable career spanning
over 20 years. He is widely recognized for his leadership role in Antier Solutions, a leading
blockchain consulting firm serving global enterprises. Under his guidance, the company has
become a preferred partner for clients across diverse sectors such as BFSI, Healthcare, Gaming,
and Supply Chain for their Blockchain and Metaverse needs. In 2009, Vikram founded his IT
startup, initially comprising a team of 5 professionals. Through his visionary leadership, Antier has
evolved into a full-stack blockchain company, currently thriving with a workforce of 600+ skilled
r e S 0 u r C e S )
A passionate advocate for decentralization, Vikram is at the forefront of the web3 domain,
specializing in contemporary metaverse development and custom blockchain solutions for a wide
array of use cases. He firmly believes that blockchain has the potential to address global challenges
while uplifting underprivileged communities worldwide. Antier, under Vikram's leadership, has
acquired expertise in application development across 20+ layer-1 and layer-2 blockchain
platforms. Notably, the company is pioneering the financialization of metaverse ecosystems by
seamlessly integrating them with decentralized finance (DeFi) solutions. Committed to fostering
discussions on the expansive potential of blockchain, Vikram actively shares his insights across
various platforms.
Additionally, he is dedicated to mitigating the resource scarcity in the blockchain industry.
Upholding a longstanding practice of upskilling and reskilling, Vikram is actively involved in
establishing a world-class blockchain academy. This academy aims to offer diverse courses
catering to professionals and beginners in various functional and technical roles.
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Sanjay Shah
CEO, Elevante Al
Independent Director, Awfis Space Solutions Ltd.

Sanjay Shah is a seasoned entrepreneur, product leader, and ecosystem builder with over three
decades of experience in building, scaling, and investing in technology ventures across India and
the United States. Currently serving as the CEO of Elevante Al, he is focused on advancing Al-
drivenlearning ecosystems for universities and enterprises, with a strong emphasis on experiential
Al, generative Al, and industry-integrated labs.

A serial entrepreneur, he has founded and led multiple successful ventures, including Skelta
(acquired by Invensys/Schneider Electric), Zapty (acquired), Instavans, and Everest Software—one
of the earliest enterprise resource planning (ERP) platforms for small and medium businesses. His
work spans enterprise software, logistics technology, collaboration platforms, and now cutting-
edge Alinnovation.

In addition to his entrepreneurial journey, he serves as an Independent Director on the board of
Awfis Space Solutions Ltd., one of India's leading flexible workspace providers. He is also a Venture
Partner and Limited Partner at Theia Ventures, an early-stage fund investing in deeptech and
decarbonization-focused startups.

Previously, he held the position of Chief Operating Officer at the Wadhwani Foundation, where he
led large-scale initiatives across India and Southeast Asia in entrepreneurship, skilling, and
innovation, leveraging technology to drive impact at scale.

An active angel investor through the Indian Angel Network, he has backed several high-growth
startups including Uniphore, FarEye, and Loginext. He is also a Fellow at iSPIRT Foundation,
contributing to India's product ecosystem and supporting initiatives aimed at building a global
“Product Nation.”

Sanjay Shah holds a B.Tech in Aerospace Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology (I1T)
Bombay and an M.S. in Computer Science from Virginia Tech. He has further enhanced his
leadership capabilities through executive programs at Harvard Business School and MIT. A long-
standing member of the Young Presidents' Organization (YPO), he continues to mentor founders
and contribute actively to the global entrepreneurial ecosystem.

With a career defined by innovation, leadership, and impact, he remains deeply committed to
shaping the future of Al, education, and technology-driven growth.
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Prof. (Dr.) Sunil Pareek

Dean (Post Graduate Studies)
National Institute of Food Technology Entrepreneurship &
Management (NIFTEM), Haryana

Dr. Sunil Pareek is a renowned academician and globally recognized expert in postharvest
technology of fruits and vegetables. He currently serves as Full Professor and Dean (Post Graduate

Studies) at NIFTEM, Kundli, Haryana, and is also a Visiting Professor at Jiangsu University (China)
and the University of Johannesburg (South Africa).

With extensive expertise in postharvest management, Dr. Pareek's work focuses on extending
shelf life, preserving quality, and reducing postharvest losses of horticultural produce. He has led
several high-impact research projects funded by ICAR, World Bank, DST, DBT, and USAID. His
notable innovation in browning-free pulp extraction and preservation of custard apple has been
successfully commercialized across multiple industries. His current research emphasizes storage
solutions for tropical fruits, particularly mango, and addressing postharvest chilling injury.

A prolific researcher, Dr. Pareek has published over 130 research papers, 11 books, and numerous
book chapters and technical publications. With an H-index of 40 and more than 6,500 citations,
he has made significant contributions to agricultural science. He has also mentored over 50
postgraduate and doctoral students.

Dr. Pareek plays an influential role in academic publishing as Series Editor of Innovations in
Postharvest Technology (CRC Press) and serves on editorial boards of leading SCl journals. He is
Associate Editor of Food Safety and Health (Wiley) and Co-Editor-in-Chief of Future Postharvest
and Food.

He actively contributes to national and international policy and advisory bodies, including the
National Horticulture Board (Gol), NITI Aayog, FSSAI, BIS, DRDO, and the National Biodiversity
Authority. His global engagements extend to collaborations with USDA (USA) and international
scientific organizations.

A recipient of numerous prestigious awards, including the Dr. R.S. Paroda Award and multiple
Young Scientist and Academic Excellence recognitions, Dr. Pareek has delivered over 300 keynote
and invited lectures worldwide and continues to contribute to global capacity building through
platforms such as ISHS and the Asian Productivity Organization. |
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Dr. Sandeep Garg

Managing Director,
ECO Paryavaran Group, Punjab

Dr. Sandeep Garg is the Founder and Managing Director of Eco Paryavaran Group, a distinguished
and nationally respected environmental consultancy and engineering organization headquartered
in the Mohali-Chandigarh region. With visionary leadership, deep technical expertise and an
unwavering commitment to sustainable development, he has led the Group in building strong
capabilities across environmental consultancy, laboratory services, in-house manufacturing,
sustainable technology development, pollution control systems and water-wastewater
infrastructure solutions.

An accomplished environmental engineer with B.E., M.E. and Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering
from Thapar University, Patiala, Dr. Garg brings over 25 years of rich professional experience in
environmental management, pollution control, water and wastewater treatment, regulatory
compliance, and ecological restoration. Over the course of his career, he has successfully led and
delivered more than 1,000 projects across India in the fields of STPs, ETPs, ZLD systems, water
treatment, wastewater recycling, environmental infrastructure and sustainability-linked solutions.

Before embarking on his entrepreneurial journey, Dr. Garg served as an Assistant Executive
Engineer at Punjab State Electricity Board (PSEB), Patiala, where he worked on major hydroelectric
and thermal power projects and dealt extensively with environmental and regulatory clearance
matters. This early exposure to engineering systems, infrastructure execution, and statutory
processes laid the foundation for his practical, solution-oriented and execution-driven leadership
style

He also serves as the Chairman of Environment Matters, the Group's NGO wing dedicated to pond
rejuvenation, afforestation, environmental awareness, school sustainability audits and
community-led grassroots action. His professional contributions extend well beyond industry
through significant academic, institutional and advisory roles, including Advisor to GMADA in the
rank of Chief Engineer, Professor of Practice at Rayat Bahra University, and Member of the Board
of Studies at Amity University. He is also associated with esteemed professional bodies, including
the Institute of Environment Science & Technology (USA) and the Indian Association for Air
Pollution Control, reflecting his continued engagement with the wider environmental and
scientific community.

Driven by the belief that environmental solutions must create both ecological impact and societal
value, Dr. Sandeep Garg continues to lead Eco Paryavaran Group with purpose, integrity and
innovation — shaping sustainable systems that restore ecosystems, supportindustries, strengthen
communities and contribute meaningfully to a greener and more resilient future.
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